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seen. Whitethroats which had probably arrived in October were
observed singing their fidgety little song on November lo. A
party of Brahminy Mynas put in an appearance at the end of

the month. Pairs and small parties of White-throated Munias have
been seen periodically and on October 5, they were in company
with several Red Munia (escapes?). A Vellow-throated Sparrow
was seen on the same date.

The first of the wagtails appeared on September 12, a Mota-
cilla flava (subsp. ?). The first White Wagtail was seen on Octo-

ber 5, three days after earliest date given in BBS, and dming
November they had become the commonest of the wagtails. A
solitary handsome roller seemed to have taken up his winter quar-

ters, and was first seen on October 5 ; several Hoopoes had done
the same, the first being noted on September 18 which is earlier

than the BBS date October 12. .The first bee-eaters to arrive were
the blue-tailed species (Blue-checked?

—

-Eds.). They were first seen on
Sept. 19, and quite a large number were observed up to October 5 ;

on my return at the beginning of November, all had disappeared and
their place was taken by numerous Common Bee-eaters whose
advance guard had appeared on October 2. The W^hite-fronted

Kingfisher and the common Indian Kingfisher have both been seen

at other times of the year on the Reclamation and deserve mention
if only for their attractive finery.

Concerning hawks and their like, a solitary Kestrel was seen

on November 14 and two days previously I had had a close view of a

W^hite-eyed Buzzard-Eagle, who may have come to stay as he was
seen several times up to December 4, when I left Bombay.
Apart from Kites —and the Brahminy has been seldom observed

—

the one other constant visitor has been a fine specimen of a

Harrier. After a number of close views I have identified him
with reasonable certainty as an immature Pale Harrier, the ruff

being more distinct than in the very similar Montagu's. Since

his first appearance on September 29, I have watched him many
times harrying up and down his chosen beat with that character-

istic easy grace and poise which is such a pleasure to behold.

R.A. Mess, R. K. MARTIN,
Bombay. Lieiit.

January 20, 1944.

[The authors of BBS would welcome bird notes from Bombay and

Salsette, especially relating to seasonal annual migratory movements,

nesting (where unrecorded), ecology etc. The notes are not intended

for publication in the Jouvnal but for use in the 2nd revised edition

of BBS now under preparation.

—

-Eds.]

7._SOME NOTESONTHE MOVEMENTOF BIRDS
IN THE LOVEDALENEIGHBOURHOOD—NI LGIRIS.

This winter (1943-4) migration appears to' have been rather

later than usual. Perhaps this was due to the particularly bad
weather conditions of late August and early part of September,
but not altogether as the Drongos were also late in arriving in

October.
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The Grey Wagtail {Motacilla cinerea caspica), arrived towards
the middle of the month ; other years I have seen it on September
2nd.

Willow-Warblers were first seen on September 29th, but as
I have not noted the date of arrival for other years I cannot
say whether this is usual, or late for them. We certainly have
two varieties of these engaging- little birds, the Greenish Willow-
Warbler {PhyUoscopus nitidus viridanus), and another rather hke it,

but with no eye-stripe. I have been unable to identify it ; it is much
less numerous. Through all the winter months the garden is never
without several pairs of these birds, and even in May there is an
occasional straggler to be seen.

Indian Grey Drongo [Dicninis leiicophaeus longicaudatus)
arrive in the middle of October. In 1941 October 15th, 1942
October 17th, 1943 October 25th was the first time I heard them,
though I think they may have come a day or two before.

As a rule they stay on in good numbers till' the middle of
February, when the main party seem to leave, but stray and single
birds are to be seen and heard on till' x\pril.

This year however, there' have neither been so many of them,
nor have they stayed so long, in fact during the whole of January
I have only heard them on three occasions. And now for ten
days I have not seen or heard any.

I was interested to note that down in Coonoor there was.
another variety, not having my binoculars with me I was unable
to make out very clearly any special distinctions, except that it

was a smaller bird, and had no long streamers to the tail, which
was very swallow-like in shape. (Probably the Bronzed Drongo

—

Chaptia aenea. —Eds.).

During September and the early days of October the compound
is full of Ashy Wren-Warblers, also a few Indian Wren-Warblers.
I think both these birds have the trick of making a 'clapping-

sound', while moving about the undergrowth.

They do not appear to come into the compound after the

middle of October at latest. They move up to the thicker bushes

and sunnier banks above us for the winter months.
This year I have heard Nightjars calling, much earlier in the

year than other years. It has always been into February before I

have heard them, but this year it was on the night of the 5th-6th

January, about 11.45 P-^- and again 7.15 a.m.

I also saw and heard one on the evening of the 6th, I feel

it is almost impossible for me to say which variety it would be
about here, but I think it may be the Indian Jungle Nightjar

(Caprimidgiis indicus indicus) the note I hear oftenest is a double
one, the second note coming almost like the echo of the first,

and is I suppose the chucker-chucker-chucker described by Mr.
Osmaston, in Baker and Inglis 'Birds of Southern India'.

Heathcote, M. E. WOLFEMURRAY.
LOVEDALEP.O.,

NiLGIRIS.

Fehniary 3, 1944.


